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WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK UPON THE GROUND, 1715 
TRANSFORMED INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, 
MASTERSON WORKS TO PROVE THAT ONE MAN MUST MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECAUSE THIS WORLD STILL 
(NEEDS HEROES! STAN LEE PRESENTS... 
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‘et ready, Marveloids — the 
biggest tour of the year is coming 
s00n to a comic: shop of conven 
tion, center near you! No, we're 
not talking about the reunion tour 
‘of the Bay City Rollers — th 

that certainly is a mega-event, in 

‘own retro-severties way — we're talk 

‘ng about the Marvel Mega-Tourl 

‘The Marvel: Maga-Tour is a collec 
tion of Marvels mightiest creators, who 
sign autographs, answer questions, 
maybe do-a few sketches, and then 
tide off into the sunset. Comic dealers 
‘ae also on hand with all your favorite 
Marvels for sale. _ Among the super- 
stars who have participated in Tours 50 
far are Clive (PINHEAD) Barker, Ser- 
glo (GROO) Aragones, Mark (AMAZ- 
ING SPIDER-MAN) Bagley, most of 
the RAZORLINE creators, and The 
Man himself, Stan Lee. 

‘The Mega-Tour is the brainchild of 
Marvel's Direct Sales Manager of Mar- 
keting, Skip Dietz, who launched the 
first tour last April in Chicago. The 
Mega-Tour idea gave birth to the Mar- 
‘vel Mini-Tour, in which a smaller num 
ber of creators (usually two or three) 
Visita store fora few hours. Skip noted 
that there is extensive radio and newspaper 
advertising for the Tours, in order to attract as 
‘much attention as possible. “The whole point Is 
to-get new people into the stores," Skip stated, 

This year, the Mega-Tour reached some 
‘mega-mejor cities — Dallas, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and Los Angeles — and those 
‘sams stops are planned for '94. In addition, 
Mini-Tours may occur at ¢ rate of “two or three a 
month." But it's not just our creators who goon. 
tour— you can also meet some of our costumed 
Characters, including the guy with the claws, the 
Hulks (both He and She), the quy with the webs, 
and, ifthe Tooth Beaver is smiling upon you, per= 
haps even Ren and Stimpy! 

Skip feels the Mega-Tours offer a good 
‘opportunity for Marvel to “reach people outside 
the (comic-reading) market; to introduce 
to comics in general, and to Marvel iy? 
‘Skip noted that “a lot of parents come to these 
things,” and joked that Mega-Tour family outings 
provide *better living through comical” 

‘SAVAGE SWORD OF GONAN writer Roy 
“Thomas (who's hard at work on a top secret new 
‘Conan project) joined the Tour for stops at comic 
shops in Naw York and New Jereey_ 1 dont 
mi ‘many store appearances,” Roy said, 
{20 ts nce fo ae the chance to moot the reed 
‘ers — people who maybe don't get out to con- 
ventions that often." 

sits a litle strange,” Roy continued, “when: 
people want you to sign books that you didn’t 
Work on! Though 1 do enjoy it when someone 
comes by who's @ fan of my work. like to 
answer questions that | know something about, 
not ‘Gould Wolverine beat Ghost Rider?" Roy 
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added that “ts great fo se9 parents bring thelt 
kids, | always tell the kids, ‘Make sure you read, 
{the comics), and not just bag them and file them 


Marvel Art Director (and legendary Spider- 
May antag soba enie lee eee ‘store 
‘appearance stand, were lined 
Up outside the door before John even showed 
up! John appeared with MORBIUS artist Ron, 
Gamey, signing autoraphs fora ite over four 
ours, while HULK writer Peter David kept the 
peopl entertained, 

“really enjoy meeting the fans,” John said, 
“though sometimes it-can be exhausting! If 
everyone in line has gotten an autograph and 
there is some time left, John will do sketches: 
“usually people ask for Spider-Man, but if they 
‘ell me to draw whoever | want, I do Mary Janel 
John added with a chuckle, "Believe itor not, | 
‘til get requests for Gwen Stacy!" 

Editor Glenn Greenberg, who pro- 
moted the MARVEL MASTERPIECES 2 trading 
‘cards at a recent Mega-tour said the best thing 
‘about personal anpearances is “being asked to 
Aaulograph copies of stuff | had nothing to do 


‘Assistant Ealtor James Felder echoed Glonn's: 

“I've probably autographed 

For "The the hen pont of He Mega: 

Professor” the hi jan 

Tale Aopen cuneate att ee see! 

_as Ghost Rider canied me on their shoulders and 

‘made motorcycle noises! ‘Virrm!. Virrmt"” 

‘Keep your eyes peeled, Marveloids, for the 

next Marvel Mini- or Mega-Tour near youl It's the 
hhottest ticket since Tiffany wentto the mall 
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TOW MANY SUCH PAIRS? 50, HOW MUGH IS 60 TIMES 1017 6050, CREATIVITY IS DISCOVERING UNEXPECTED PATTER = 


(FERN EMERGES. EACH PAIR YIELDS 707. 


Dear Ralph and Pat, 

Bravol_Congratulations!| Hurray! Yippiell Yo- 
hoolll THUNDERSTRIKE s magnificent. This is the fist 
time | have ever written to a comic, After reading 
THUNDERSTRIKE #1, | just had to let you know what & 
great job you did 

After Eric and Thor broke up. 
heanbroken, 


|_was 
I didn't quite like the course thot THOR 


has been taken os of late, and itis great fo see Etic in 
‘action again. This hos to be the best new hero in a 
Jong time. | think iti interesting how Eric is learning to 
deal with his Giminshed super power now that he no 


longer has thors compieie power, 
Everything is perfect so far; no suggestions yet, 
Except, maybe you Could spitf-up Eric's costume lust a 
, itle-moke him look more ike a super hero instead of 
an average citizen. But assume that the costume wil 
"evolve with the character. 
You started off perfect, and you're going in a 
Bq creat direction. Please don't change much if you do 
change anything. And just in case | havent said it 
} yet... “THANKSII 
Lawrence A, Latout 
(Address withheld by request) 


We're thinkin’ the “citizen-look" sorta sets Eric 
‘apart from the rest of the super-hero-set, Lawrence. 
Don'cha think? 


Dear Raiph and Pat. 
“The world still needs heroes,” leads us ina 
promising direction, | think THUNDERSTRIKE will be 
EI cbout people surviving ond making it in hord times, 
with a bit of originality, creativity, and pessstence. . 
ttwould be easy for THUNDERSTRIKE's creatoys to 
%! develop another lean and mean comic book, filed 
N with cynicism and killing sprees. But, as someone 
| wisely Put it, ‘Being rebelious these days doesn't mean 
being 'bad..instead, it means trying to do the right 
thing in stich a negative." Such rebels value standing 
Up for what you believe in and sticking to your guns. 
We desperately need more of them, 
THUNDERSTRIKE's creative team Is uniquely 
qualified to produce « story so rich in ideas, pictures, 
‘and adventure. The comic book that proves that one 
man must make a difference deserves record-high 
sales. It will also achieve greater respect for comic 
books as on ort 


David Warren 
591 Madison Ra. 
Durham, CT 06422 


Rebels with a cause, or creators against 
Punishers? Nah, we're just trying to be difrenti 


Dear Ralph and Pat, 

I's been quite a wait to see the outcome of Eric 
Masterson and his mace, Thunderstike, but it's been, 
worth all of the exita time. was affaid that things 
would be almost completely changed in the transition 
fo his own book, but Thunderstike stil has the same. 
very human Eric Masterson just trying to figure out how 
his mace works and what kind of a hero he is, The 
scenes where he finds out he's not exactly Thor 
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‘onymore are the best in the story, especially when he 
uses Thunderstrike like a baseball bat to disarm 
Bloodaxe. | think Eric is starting to hit his stride and wal 
Just keep on getting better. 

Just 0 quick guess about Bloodaxe’s identity. it 
seems to be pretty clear that Marcy's husband Bobby 
is Bloodaxe, but i! almost seems too clear, Ii take a 
wild guess and say that itis actually Marcy herself that 
Is Bloodaxe. 

Keep up the great work, and make sure that 
when Thundersitike fights Thor (it's inevitable), it has os 
great story os Ive come to expect. 

Until Etic becomes Sparky, 
Troy Liechty 

2531 Carew St 

Ft, Wayne, IN, 46805, 


Ahh, the queries of Bloodaxe's mysterious 
identity have started--but are we going to give this 
identity cway--NAYI Read on, Troy, because it's the 
‘only way you'll find out! 


Dear Thunderstrkers, 
THUNDERSTRIKE #1 and #2 realy stank! Ho-ha, 
had ya goin’ there for a second, didnt? No, really 
they were both great! Although | have to admit | was 
very shocked when | found out Eric isnt on the same 
Power level as Thor, Odin said that Miolnir wos never 
‘crafted for mortal hands and that no mortal should 
ever be able to wield such invincible power, but if 
that’s true, why does Dargo have the hammer, he's 
not exactly Asgardian, and neither Is Bil. Or does 
Thunderstrike have some really cool powers which we 
havent seen yet that make up for the difference? 
Who is that peison who keeps getting Eric's fat 
(or should | say muscle) out of the fie anyway? Well, 
thats all for now: wie ya later! 
Jason Wuennecke 
5145 Turner Drive 
Stetling Heights, MI 48312 


Jason, you'll go down as the first person to 
‘guess our elusive benefactor's identity--although for 
Purposes of not giving that identity away Just yet, 
‘we've delefed that portion of your letter. So if there's 
‘anyone who wants the scoop early, get from Jason! 


Dear Guys ond Gals, 

Thank Odin! Finally, THUNDERSTRIKE #1 hit the 
stands! You had stated months ago that it wos going 
to be out the third week of May. What monih is i 
Row? August? Geez, are you guys hanging out with 
those other people from image or what? | was 
Gisappointed that it tock so long to get this greatly 
anticipated comic out. But believe me, it wos well 
worth the walt 

‘The art was superb, and it wos a good way of 
showing us how Eric went from his quasi-Thor-get-up fo 
his WAY COOL Thunderstrike look (I love the earring, by 
the way), 

One thing ike about Eric Is that he is for the 
little petson, He doesn't just go after the cosmic super 
baddies. He is a man of the nineties, both buff ond 
senstive, Now for the one question that | am sure is on. 
everyones minds... when wil you let us know exactly 
what Eric's hammer can do? Im so dam curious that | 
‘may stick around for a long, long fime-even after you 
et the proverbial cat out of the bag, 

Well that’ all fornow, so until Ec is electrocuted 
by his own underwear, Make Mine Marvell 

D. Thomas Jaret 

(call me D., not Tom) 
440 Lois Drive 
Pitfsburgh, PA 15236 


Many folks have been asking the whats, 
wheres, whens, and whys conceming Eric's hammer, 
strength, and love life. Face i, if we didn't want you to 
come back for the next issue, we wouldn't have made 
THUNDERSTRIKE so darn suspenseful Remember, 92 
ut of 103 fans agree, THUNDERSTRIKE was worth the. 
weit 


